Center for Cancer Research Fellows and Young Investigators (CCR-FYI) Association
Steering Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 25th, 2021 at 11:00AM
Bethesda: CCR-FYI MS Teams
Frederick: CCR-FYI MS Teams
ATRF: CCR-FYI MS Teams
Shady Grove: CCR-FYI MS Teams
MS Teams link: Click here to join the meeting 

Website: https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/resources-trainees/get-involved/fellows-young-investigators-association 
[bookmark: _Hlk26958901]Listserv: https://list.nih.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=CCR-FYI_STEERINGCMTE-L&A=1 
Wiki: https://ccrod.cancer.gov/confluence/display/FYISteering/Home 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2495548/
NCI-SC: http://www.nciscientistsinthecommunity.com/   

Agenda Items 
1. Call to Order:
2. Approve minutes from last meeting:
3. Secretary: Samira Brooks
4. Welcome to new members and introductions:
1. New Members: 
1. Bethesda: 
2. Frederick: 
3. Shady Grove/Rockville: 
2. Attendance: 
1. Bethesda: Samira Brooks, Jessica Eisenstatt, Sabina Kaczanowska, Katelyn Ludwig, Mythili Merchant, Olivia Preston, Anna Ratcliff, Neha Wali, Wenjuan Wang
2. Frederick: Masud Alam, Anne Backer, Srikanta Basu, Dana Bhattacharyya, Ruchika Bhujbalrao, Dorothy Butler, Molly Congdon, Amy Funk, Vasty Amponsa, Lorena Parlea, Minervo Lopez, Babul Ram, Sounak Sahu, Rokeya Siddiqui, Kuo-Hui Su, Mary Katusiime, Laura Hooper
3. ATRF:
4. Shady Grove: Alida Palmisano, Erika Ginsburg
5. Rockville: 
3. Approved Absences: Catherine Yu, Knicki Bergman, Poonam Aggarwal, Sarwat     		          Naz
5. Community Life subcommittee updates 
6. Bylaws subcommittee updates
7. Unfinished/Past Business 
8. New Business 
9. Adjournment 

A. Community Life Subcommittees
a. NCI orientation volunteers (Organizer: Chanelle Case) 
· Volunteers Needed for Upcoming Orientations 
· Bethesda: 2nd Tuesday of the month from 12:00 – 1:00 PM
· March 9th, 2021 _Amy_Funk_______________
· Frederick: 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9:00 – 10:00 AM
· March 10th, 2021 _Lorena_ Parlea ______________
· Please note that since these meetings are virtual, you do not need to be from the campus that is hosting it to volunteer.
· Thank you to all the past volunteers! You have been doing a great job telling new NCI fellows about the CCR-FYI SC and recruited a lot of new members! J

b. Social Chairs (Bethesda: Mythili Merchant; Frederick: Isita Jhulki) 
· No updates

c. Newsletter Chair (Editor-in-Chief: Alida Palmisano, Managing Editor: Dorothy Ackerman) 
· We are finalizing the Winter 2021 edition of the Newsletter and it is likely be distributed soon (listservs, wiki, LinkedIn, CCT website). Very interesting articles are included in this edition. We hope fellows are going to find them helpful and valuable! Thanks all the writers and editors for their hard work on this edition. 
The Newsletter will be sent out next week.
· Alida (EIC) started the gathering the team for the Spring 2021 edition (this will be a regular edition, while the Summer edition will feature the Colloquium).
· Alida sent out the call for writers/editors on CCR postdocs/postbacs listservs
· While we have already gathered some volunteers writers and editors for the Spring edition, we are still looking for more writers/editors! If you are interested please reach out to Alida.
· Timeline for the production of the Spring 2021 edition:
· Article Draft Submission: APRIL 4, 2021
· 1st Editorial Review Submission (Editors): APRIL 11
· 2nd drafts (Writers) : APRIL 18
· 2nd Editorial Review Submission (Editor-in-Chief & Managing Editor): APRIL 25
· Final Edits and Approval of Articles by Writers: APRIL 30
· Formatting, approval, …
· Distribution and Publication: MAY 20
Dorothy Ackerman will be stepping down from her position as Managing Editor. If you are interested in this position, please contact Dorothy or Alida. 

d. Outreach – NCI-SC (Chair: Samira Brooks) 
· No updates

e. NPA Liaison (Liaison: Lorena Parlea) 
· NPA members: you can receive discounted registration to the 19th Annual Conference! For the first time, the conference will take place virtually, April 15 - 16, with workshops and networking opportunities spread across the two-day event. 
The conference agenda is now available online and includes prominent scientists from NIH.
· The Health Research Alliance and the Public Library of Science have announced the Reimagine Biomedical Research for a Healthier Future essay challenge. The winning essay will be published in PLOS Biology or PLOS Medicine. In addition, the authors of the winning essay will receive a $5000 prize, and be invited to present at a Reimagine Biomedical Research for a Healthier Future symposium in September 2021.
· Diversity Webinar: What Does Diversity Mean in a Postdoctoral Setting? Friday, March 5, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. ET
· NPA resource: Parents in the Pipeline: Retaining Postdoctoral Researchers with Families
· This report was based on a nationwide survey of postdoctoral scholars with children, and provides a comprehensive look at the breadth of problems faced by postdoc parents while pursuing careers in academia. Prepared by the Center for WorkLife Law based at the University of California Hastings College of Law in association with the NPA, the report also makes recommendations for implementing institutional policies that would include parental benefits such as maternity leave, sick days, and access to on-campus childcare. 
· The NIH announced the NRSA FY21stipend levels. The FY21 stipends reflect and increase of approximately two percent from FY20.
· [bookmark: _Hlk24049107]myPostdoc Monthly: Postdoc Parenting: Challenges and Strategies for New Postdoc Parents  Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. ET
· The NPA has several upcoming publications and wants to include pictures of our members! -myPDO Monthly 
· Getting to Yes: The art of influence was scheduled for Wed., Feb 3 at 1pm ET and can be found in the archive afterwards. 
· JOIN the NPA! 
· The NPA is currently seeking strong, dedicated individuals to serve as associate editors of The POSTDOCket.
· The POSTDOCket is the monthly online newsletter of the NPA covering news items and features of interest to the postdoctoral community and its stakeholders. The associate editors will work on a quarterly basis to prepare and review up to four articles for web publication. The associate editor will contact assigned authors and will edit content in the month that they work.

f. Felcom Representative (Representative: Lorena Parlea) 
· Office of Intramural Training and Education (OITE): Lori Conlan
· Graduate Student Symposium happening towards the end of February 
This event has occurred already. 
· Next Becoming a Resilient Scientist series – “Managing Up to Maximize Mentoring Relationships”
· 2021 Career Symposium
· Scheduled to occur in May over multiple days
· Small group discussions instead of panel discussions
· Initial introduction meeting (15 mins or so) then breakout into smaller groups
· One moderator per group (likely OITE staff)
· Open to everyone but NIH fellows will have priority 
· Let Lori know of any national or IC meetings in May that may interfere 
· FARE
· Applications opening Feb 10th and closing March 10th
· FelCom representatives are required to judge
· Please spread the word to your IC!
· Visiting Fellows Committee (VFC)
· Virtual International Movie Night
· Feb 19th 7pm – 8pm via Zoom
· South Korea, Movie: Parasite
· Virtual Social Networking Event
· Feb 25th 7pm – 9pm via Zoom
· Science Voices from Home
· Ireland, date TBD Please check email for update
· Brown Bag Seminar hosted with DIS on American Culture
· Feb 26th 3pm – 4pm 
· Annual DIS-VFC Symposium in March
· Currently finalizing topics – 
· Will cover travel bans related to the pandemic
· Career Development Committee
· Science Policy Panel held on Jan 28th
· Upcoming seminar on careers in science administration late Feb or early March
· Looking for other members to join the committee!
· Childcare Board Liaisons
· Back-up Care Program is now available for fellows and trainees (https://www.ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/childcare/Pages/NIHBack-upCareProgram.aspx). This program is for Bethesda fellows only
· Recreation and Welfare/Health and Wellness Committees Liaison
· Join the Bethesda Postdocs Slack Page! https://join.slack.com/t/bethesdapostdocs/shared_invite/zt-h67vb550-GM_t9zGrTAQWMSdSBfa0bA (link expires in 30 days) Join channels for Game Night, Morning Yoga, Networking, Running Club, and more! New initiative to add a local dining guide and a parks/hikes resource. Contact: tiffany.zarrella@nih.gov
· Recreation & Welfare Fitness for You Classes. Live classes are held in the morning and at noon. Link to classes by visiting https://www.facebook.com/NihRwFitness/videos/   
· Service and Outreach Subcommittee
· Ongoing: We are creating and virtually presenting hands-on experiments and activities for 4th grade science classes at Kings Glen Elementary School in Virginia together with RESET (Raising Excitement for Science, Engineering and Technology, a nonprofit that delivers enriching and engaging STEM programming to Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade students). Please email pererasn@nih.gov if you are interested in helping out.
Starting in March, Lorena will report out Felcom events at the beginning of the month instead of waiting to report at the CCR FYI steering committee meeting to ensure fellows are notified in a timely manner. 

g. Graduate Student Representative(s) (Representative(s): Dana Bhattacharyya) 
· No updates
· Dana will be stepping down from her position as she is finishing graduate school and just submitted her thesis! Congrats! 
· If anyone is interested or if you know someone who would be a good fit for this position, please contact Amy or Jessica

h. Postbac Representative(s) (Mentor: Molly Congdon and Jessica Eisenstatt)
· No updates

• Clinical Collaboration (Chair: Olivia Preston, Bethesda)
· No updates

• Grad School/PhD Track (Chair: Knicki Bergman, Frederick) 
· To start, for those of you who have been interviewing and been accepted into graduate programs, congratulations! That is a huge achievement!
· OITE is offering biweekly Q&A sessions for applying to graduate school on Fridays from 11am-12pm
· The next one will be on March 5, then March 19, and so on
· Attached below is the meeting information:
· https://nih.zoomgov.com/j/1617860477?pwd=aHh0cGF3RXZRR3RhL0N2WmtPRk0wZz09
· During these virtual Q&A sessions, dedicated OITE staff members will answer questions about applying to graduate programs, writing personal statements, and other general questions. We are going to meet bi-weekly.  These sessions are not consecutive, so you can attend one or more, and as many as you want.
· These Q&A sessions are great for people who have already applied to graduate school and are now interviewing, as well as people who are getting ready to apply for graduate school in the next cycle
· For those of you gearing up to apply for the Fall 2022 cycle, here is a resource that has a list of school with programs in biology/biomedical sciences that do NOT require the GRE
· https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MYcxZMhf97H5Uxr2Y7XndHn6eEC5oO8XWQi2PU5jLxQ/edit?usp=sharing

i. E-Communications (Chairs: Jason Su and Poonam Aggarwal)
· LinkedIn (Jason)
· Everything is updated as of this meeting
· Encourage members to post on LinkedIn
Jason will upload colloquium flier to the LinkedIn to promote the event. 
· Wiki (Poonam)
· Wiki is all updated. 
· 2020-2021 CCR-FYI Steering Committee Picture:
· Eight members sent me their pictures, so we request all the participating 2020-2021 Steering Committee members, to email us the picture of yourself for our websites (Wiki, LinkedIn, etc.).
· Since our meetings are virtual, we ask that everyone send a picture of themselves using your computer as if you are in a virtual meeting (MS Teams, Zoom etc.)
· Please email Poonam, Amy, or Jessica know if you have any questions
· Deadline is TOMORROW, Friday, February 26th! 


j. Colloquium Subcommittee (2021 Co-chairs: Srikanta Basu and Katelyn Ludwig; Co-vice-chairs: Dorothy Ackerman and Anna Ratliff) 
· The major update is about the Colloquium abstract submissions. I am supposed to get the list from Angela today. To my knowledge, there are 64 registrants and 39 abstracts submitted. This is the final number of abstracts since Angela sent this email on the 17th of Feb,2021.
If you are an abstract judge, please notify cochairs of any conflicts of interests by February 26th  
· I have got confirmation from Angela that the website registration for Colloquium has been shifted to April 9th for those without abstracts. 
If you are a steering committee member and you haven’t registered for the colloquium, please register by April 9th. 
· I also had a discussion with the IT department coordinator Robert Montano yesterday about the Colloquium virtual rooms. He has emailed me that the Conference/Virtual Support Request has been submitted for the Colloquium. This year we will have 3 Webex virtual main rooms with separate links. One of them will be used for keynote speakers and one out of the three concurrent sessions as per our schedule. The other two links will be used for the remaining concurrent sessions. This will allow greater flexibility instead of having breakout rooms for the concurrent sessions. Fellows can switch from one session to another within the duration of a session. This can allow us to have breakout rooms within the sessions if required (eg. for workshops).
· We need to fix a time to have a mock meeting for the Colloquium. We need to figure out a date for this meeting. It can be held 2 weeks or 1 week before the Colloquium.
· We will now need moderators for the Colloquium. 
Moderators are needed for the workshops, panels, and keynote presentations. Please notify Colloquium co-Chairs if you are interested in volunteering 
· We will also be asking all POCs to talk to their invitees and ask them to register for the Colloquium. Remember to get the Confidentiality agreement signed by those outside NIH.
Next meeting is March 8th at 5pm

k. Scientific Subcommittee – Seminar Series PASS and Career Development Seminar (Chair: Sarwat Naz) 
· February PASS seminar went well. The next PASS training is on March 5th. The current contract ends in March, and the new contract for 2021-2022 is waiting for approval. Until then, I will not be sending notifications to postdoc listserv.

[bookmark: _Hlk11839927]l. FYI-SS-Frederick (Chair: Babul Ram, Co-chairs: Sounak Sahu and Md Masud Alam) 
· We are still seeking speakers to fill some of the open slots available for presentation in the seminar series. 
There may be a problem with joining the series after it starts. IT will be contacted to resolve the issue. 

B. Bylaws Subcommittee (Chair: Molly Congdon) 
· No updates

[bookmark: _Hlk33080868]C. Unfinished/Past Business 
· 20th Anniversary of the CCR! 
· 2021 marks the 20th Anniversary of the NCI CCR (and the 50th Anniversary of the National Cancer Act). 
· Dr. Misteli has asked the FYI if we would like to host former CCR trainees in CCR-wide seminars.
· Thank you to those who submitted names! We handed Dr. Misteli a ranked list of possible speakers.
· The overall consensus was to hold 2 speakers per session (so 2 20-25 minute talks with time for questions) and to host a brown bag lunch/coffee hour if it fits with the speakers' schedule.
· We will plan a career panel with Arti, Eric, Marcin, and Valerie if they are available.
· We will be hosting Oscar Fernandez-Capetillo as a CCR Grand Rounds.
· Planned for November 29th, 2021
· A couple people submitted their names to help host speakers. If you decide that you would like to host a speaker (act as point of contact and introduce them), please e-mail us.
· Thank you to everyone who shared their opinion in the poll! 
There is a tentative speaker schedule on Teams. Please sign up to host one or more speakers for this event. Additional information regarding instructions for contacting speakers and presentation logistics will be emailed soon. 
We plan to have the first seminar in April and the series will go through November. If you have anymore suggestions, we are open to new speakers in case anyone from the list we have is unavailable.

D. New Business 
· CCR-FYI SC Retreat
· Bylaw information: 
· The Annual Retreat planning subcommittee is comprised of both SC chairs (Amy & Jessica), the colloquium publicity and logistics subcommittee chair(s) (Srikanta and Isita), the colloquium feedback and statistics chair (Dorothy), and any SC members interested in joining this subcommittee.
· SC volunteers: _______________________________________________
· The agenda aims to include the following activities: review of the Colloquium feedback results, announcement of the newly elected officials, revising of the Colloquium SOP and SC by-laws, selection of the next year’s colloquium date, team building activities, career development activities, and social networking with alumni and local private/non-profit/academic/government colleagues
· Please let us know if you have suggestions for a workshop/panel/team building activity!
· Tentative date: Thursday, May 27th, 2021 from 10AM to 2:00PM via MS Teams
· This would be the same date as the planned Steering Committee meeting for May
· Tentative schedule:
	Time
	Agenda
	Leader(s)

	10:00AM-10:15AM
	Introductions
	Jessica & Amy

	10:15AM-11:00AM
	Review and approval of CCR-FYI Bylaws
	Molly

	11:00AM-11:45AM
	CCR-FYI Steering Committee meeting for May
	Jessica & Amy

	11:45AM-12:00PM
	Announce newly elected CCR-FYI Leadership and confirm dates for 2022 Colloquium
	Jessica & Amy

	12:00PM-1:00PM
	Workshop/Panel/Team Building activity?
	TBD

	1:00PM-1:30PM
	Review 2021 CCR-FYI Colloquium feedback
	Dorothy

	1:30PM-2:00PM
	Review and approval of Colloquium SOP
	Srikanta and Kate



· CCR-FYI SC Elections for 2021-2022!
· It is time to nominate yourself or another CCR-FYI Steering Committee member to serve in an elected position for the 2021-2022 FYI year. Members elected will serve in the position from approximately June 2021 to May 2022.  
· CCR-FYI elected positions include:
· FYI SC - Bethesda Co-Chair 
· FYI SC - Frederick Co-Chair
· FYI SC - Secretary
· Colloquium Vice-chair – Bethesda
· Colloquium Vice-chair – Frederick
· Please note that the steering committee co-chairs and secretary are required to serve for one year. The Colloquium vice chairs are required to serve for 2 years. For the first year, they will serve as Colloquium vice-chairs for the 2022 CCR-FYI Colloquium. They will then serve as co-chairs for the 2023 CCR-FYI Colloquium during the second year.
· In order to run for an elected position, candidates are required to be an active member in the FYI SC and active in at least one subcommittee for a minimum of four months.* Candidates are allowed to run for multiple positions; however, they can only serve in one position. All candidates are encouraged to provide a brief outline describing his/her credentials and goals for serving as an executive member of the CCR-FYI Steering Committee to Amy Funk (amy.funk@nih.gov) or Jessica Eisenstatt (jessica.eisenstatt@nih.gov) by EOD Friday, April 30th.
· If you have any questions about the requirements of a positions or how the position has helped an official reach his/her career goals, I encourage you to reach out to them. The 2020-2021 CCR-FYI officials are listed below:
· FYI SC - Bethesda Co-Chair – Jessica Eisenstatt
· FYI SC - Frederick Co-Chair – Amy Funk
· FYI SC – Secretary – Samira Brooks
· 2021 Colloquium Co-Chair Bethesda – Katelyn Ludwig
· 2021 Colloquium Co-Chair Frederick – Srikanta Basu
· 2021 Colloquium Vice-chair – Bethesda – Anna Ratliff
· 2021 Colloquium Vice-chair – Frederick – Dorothy Butler
· Additionally, information about each position can be found in the FYI SC By-laws at https://ccrod.cancer.gov/confluence/display/FYISteering/Bylaws. 
· Tentative timeline:
· Voting:
· February 25th: Announce election process and available positions at CCR-FYI meeting
· March 1st to April 30th: Call for nominations for elected positions- look out for email
· May 1st to May 14th: Voting for elected positions
· May 27th (Retreat): Results announced
· FYI Bylaws:
· April 26th to May 14th: SC chairs/Bylaws chair request for suggested updates to FYI Bylaws
· May 14th to May 26th: FYI Bylaws chair reviews suggested updates
· May 27th (Retreat): Bylaw updates are reviewed by the committee and approved
· Colloquium SOP:
· April 26th to May 14th: Colloquium chairs request for suggested updates to Colloquium SOP
· May 14th to May 26th: Colloquium chairs review suggested SOP updates
· May 27th (Retreat): Colloquium SOP updates are reviewed by the committee and approved
· New positions available: Graduate student representative

E. Adjournment 
The next steering committee meeting will be held on Thursday, March 25th at 11:00AM via MS Teams.
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