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NCI CRADAs

CRADA Establishment under the Federal Technology Transfer Act (FTTA)
The FTTA allows for the creation of Cooperative Research and Development Agreements (CRADAs) between Federal laboratories, universities, and industry.  CRADAs are the basis for outside collaboration.  A CRADA will originate from discussions between a Federal scientist and his/her counterpart(s) in industry or elsewhere (referred to as the collaborator). A written description of the research and development project and each party=s contribution is negotiated.  The agreement has no mandatory length but often is written for 1 to 3 years, renewable at the mutual agreement of the parties. 

CRADA Management
CRADAs are negotiated by the Technology Transfer Center (TTC), EPS 450. TTC is responsible for determining what constitutes a legitimate CRADA.  Once a CRADA has been signed and completed, TTC sends OBF a copy of the signature page of the CRADA and requests that a CAN be set up for that individual CRADA.  A CAN will not be established without the signature page.  OBF is responsible for tracking CRADA collections and obligations.

CRADA checks are sent through OBF via TTC to be recorded and deposited into NCI’s CRADA allowance.  Once recorded, OBF sends the CRADA check to NIH/OFM for deposit.  NIH/OFM usually sends quarterly advice of allotment forms for monies deposited into CRADA accounts.  OBF updates the CRADA logs and prepares spreadsheets to display that the monies have been correctly allotted to the applicable CRADA accounts. The allowance spreadsheet links to the OPBS tracking file which is used to compare our appropriations against the Balance of Accounts report in nVision. OBF sends monthly reports to division representatives to make them aware of current CRADA balances, pending allotments, and expired CRADAs.  CRADAs are “X” year, non-appropriated money and are active for as long as the CRADA itself is active.  Once a CRADA has expired, it should be closed and any monies remaining on the account returned to the collaborator or the CRADA can be renewed with the agreement of both parties.  
CRADA Establishment
After TTC has a fully executed document a CAN will be created by OBF. Funds are then invoiced from the collaborator. When funds are received, OBF processes them for allotment and usage. Investigators are then permitted to obligate funds within the scope defined in the agreement. Balance tracking will be performed each month by OBF.
CRADA Funds Q&A
How long do I have to use my CRADA funds?
CRADA Funds are no-year funds. This means that NCI has as many years as defined in the agreement to obligate funds. Each agreement has its own unique time expiration date. You can ask your TTC representative for each CRADA’s specific expiration date or check the month reports provided by OBF.
What can I use my CRADA funds for?
CRADA funds are bound by the scope defined in the agreement. Funds can only be used for the specified purpose defined in the agreement.
Can I pay relocation or travel costs with CRADA funds?
CRADA’s can be used to pay relocation costs for new employees hired under the CRADA as well as travel costs as long as the terms of the CRADA agreement do not explicitly prohibit this use.
CRADA Contacts

Heidi Ricci – OFM, sends out Allotments

Luke Taylor – OBF, CAN Request

Chad Bartlett – OBF, CRADA Analyst
Angela Beccles - TTC, CRADA Specialist, Liaison between NCI and the company

Karen Johnson – OFM, contact for funds to be returned

