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Capacity vs. Competence

= Capacity refers to a one time clinical judgment of a client’s ability
to give informed consent.

= Competence refers to the ability to understand legal rights and
responsibilities and the possession of authority to make legal
decisions. (National Institute on Aging)



Capacity vs. Competence

= Capacity refers to a one time clinical judgment of a client’s ability
to give informed consent.

= Competence refers to the ability to understand legal rights and
responsibilities and the possession of authority to make legal
decisions. (National Institute on Aging)



Elements of a Capacity Assessment

Capacity assessments are based on a modified MacCAT-CR.* The four domains
assessed are:

1) understanding of disclosed information about the nature of the research
project and its procedures;

2) appreciation of the effects of research participation (or failure to participate) on
subjects’ own situation;

3) reasoning about participation; and

4) ability to communicate a choice.

*Appelbaum, PS & Grisso, T (2001). MacCAT-CR MacArthur Competence Assessment Tool for
Clinical Research



What could interfere with capacity?

Panic

Delirium

Psychosis

Medical illness

Substance abuse

Cognitive difficulty

Dependency upon those who provide treatment

Cognitive impairment or a psychiatric condition does not

automatically remove capacity.
(Appelbaum & Grisso, 2001)




Our Contact Numbers

Clinical Research Advocates:

Julie Brintnall-Karabelas, MSW, LCSW-C 301-402-6787
Mary Ellen Cadman, RN, MSN, MSW, LGSW301-402-6842

Carol J. Squires, MSSW, LCSW 301-402-6845
Katherine J. Whorton, MSW, LCSW-C 301-496-8782
HSPU Pager

102-11158
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