
NCI-CCR Tenture Track Investigators Committee (TTIC) minute

Date: 3/3/2011

Attendees

Ji Luo (MOB)

Philipp Oberdoeffer (CCR)

Jayne Stommel (LMP)

Time Greten (MOB)

Chris Buck (LCO)

Fed Bernal (MB)

Chris Westlake (LCDS)

Agenda

1. Announcement of recent TTIC chair election result

2. Planning for the next CCR-TTI retreat
3. Planning other regular informal gatherings for CCR-TTIs

Discussion

Ji opened the meeting and reviewed the TTIC election result. Ji Luo and Philipp Oberdoeffer were elected co-chairs for the 2011 session.

A roundtable discussion was undertaken on the CCR-TTI retreat to decide the format and venue. Several options were put forward and evaluated:

1. Ji and Philipp originally proposed a one-day retreat with short talks, a possible keynote and roundtable discussion. Although all feel a retreat is necessary, it was suggested based on past experience (Tim Greten and Chris Buck) that such a format requires significant effort to organize. Attendance might be poor as those PI’s who are not speaking may decided not to attend. Since the primary goal of the retreat is for TTIs to learn about each other’s research, a limited number of short talks would not serve this purpose well.

2. Chris Buck and Tim Greten suggested that a roundtable for TTIs could be organized in the form of a luncheon during the annual NIH PI retreat to discuss issues regarding tenure-track and resources. Bev Mock might be able to help organizing this since she has done similar roundtable sessions.

3. Jane Stommel suggested a format of a regular  (e.g. monthly) TTIs happy hour with 1-2 talks, this allows each PI a chance to talk over time. Chris Buck suggested that the Cloister building is a potential venue. Ji suggested that Jonathan Wiest should be able to help with the organization. Philipp suggested that this format would not work well for Frederick PIs since the long commute would make it difficult for them to attend on a regular basis.

4. Chris Buck, Chris Westlake and Ji suggested a format where each PI gives a 5 min presentation of his/her research, with discussion afterwards. Others suggested improvement such that this could be an afternoon retreat followed by a social session so PI’s who are interested in each other’s work could talk more. If we do not require resource support from the CCR, this could take place in a restaurant.

It was agreed by all attendees that the format in point 4 is the most desirable one. June and October were identified as possible months for such a retreat on a Friday afternoon, and a poll will be conducted to identify the best time.

A brief discussion was also undertaken about informal gatherings such as brown-bag lunch or happy hour sessions every 2-3 months.

Action Items

1. Ji will set up a poll to identify a time for the retreat.

2. The committee will solicit speakers and organize a retreat program.

3. The committee will identify a venue for the retreat and identify cost of the retreat.

