Fellows and Young Investigator Steering Committee

Retreat Sub-Committee Meeting

Monday August 10th, 2009

Time: 6:30 PM

Location: Gordon Biersch, 200 East Middle Lane, Unit A, Rockville, MD 20850

Attendance: Stephanie, Orla, Christian, Katie, Karobi, Liang, Raed, Brid, Leslie, 

Agenda Items:

1. Assignment of responsibilities

Chair: Stephanie – Point of contact for SC; selecting/inviting keynote speakers and outstanding postdoc fellow, abstract judging, appointing moderators/judges


Vice Chair: Katie – will fill in when Stephanie is on the leave


Workshops: Karobi / Raed


Career Fair: Katie / Kim


Logistics: Liang

Everyone agrees to help each other when needed. As with previous year, the retreat sub-committee will recruit volunteers from the SC to help with the retreat planning.

2. Feedback from previous retreats

a. Christian distributed the survey results and comments from 2009 retreat participants. We will review the comments and incorporate constructive suggestions into this years planning process.

b. Ted will burn a CD with all the previous retreat information and distribute to the retreat committee.

c. Orla, Brid, and Leslie provided valuable information about how the retreat was organized last year. 

3. Date and location (Liang):

a. We agreed on Feb 17-19, Mar 10-12, or Mar 17-19 as potential dates for the retreat. Most of the major conferences will not be held in Feb or Mar, however, many keystone meetings as well as NCAB and BSA meetings are. Liang need to check BSC CCR and DCEG meeting dates. Offices of Director of NCI and Director of CCR will be contacted for their schedules.

Major conferences:

ASV – July 17-21, 2010; ASM – May 23-27, 2010; ACS – Mar 21-25, 2010 spring meeting, Aug 22-26, 2010 fall meeting; AACR – Apr 17-21, 2010; AAI – May 7-11; AIC – Nov 19-22, 2010; Keystone symposia on Tolerance and Autoimmunity – Feb 21-26, 2010.

Intramural meetings:

NCAB – Feb 8-10, 2010; BSA – Mar 8-9, 2010; BSC (CCR) & BSC (DCEG) – dates not posted yet. 

b. An out-of-town location is preferred for better interactions between the retreat participates, providing great networking opportunities.

c. Due to state smoking restrictions, choices of locations may be limited to Maryland and New Jersey. We were told Hershey, PA is out. 

d. Marriott’s University of Maryland Conference Center can be used as local comparison.

e. Katie recommended Rocky Lodge & Golf Resort in Cumberland, Maryland. The lodge is 1.5-hr-drive from Frederick.

f. We may go back to Clarion Fontainebleau Resort in Ocean City, MD. Three past retreat were held in Ocean City.

g. Liang will research for potential locations once the colloquium contractor is identified.

4. Keynote speaker and outstanding postdoc fellow (OP) selection (Stephanie):

a. A “call for plenary speaker” email will be send to CCR-postdoc mail list. Stephanie will prepare a list of potential speakers (several in each category) for SC to vote on. Once the date and location of the retreat is selected, letters of invitations will be sent to each individual.

b. Stephanie will draft a letter to PIs to solicit OP nominations. The letter will send to Jonathan and SC for approval first. (Jonathan sent us Ted’s version from last year prior to this meeting.)

c. Deadline for nomination: 5:00PM, September 11th, 2009.
d. OP selection committee.
5. Workshops (Korabi/Raed):

Korabi, Katie, and Orla discussed about possible workshops for this year’s retreat. Korabi and Raed will prepare a list of 12-15 workshops for SC to vote on. 

7. Career fair (Katie):

a. Katie will work on a possible list of companies for career fair. 

b. We had some less favorable feedbacks from the ‘09 retreat. It was hard to invite companies to attend the career fair. 

c. We agree to have a one-day career fair instead of two days. 

d. Possible thoughts: to include a product/service expo by inviting core facilities and other NCI/NIH services.

8. Draft Retreat agenda:

Orla suggested putting up a draft agenda for the retreat to help with the organization. The agenda should include an outline of schedule for plenary and poster sessions, workshops, career fair etc. 

9. Communications among retreat committee members

a. We will update each other at least once every two weeks. All committee activities will be compiled for report to SC during the monthly meeting.

b. Stephanie, Katie and Jonathan will CC communications related to the retreat planning to other committee members as well as Jim.

10. Next meeting will be held on Monday, September 14th, 2009. Location TBD.

We plan to hold regular meetings on every second Monday unless there is a schedule conflict. 
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