Retreat Committee Agenda

Monday, Oct. 5, 2009

Red Robin – Germantown, MD 6:30PM

Attendance: Jonathan, Liang, Stephanie, Kim, Korabi, Katie.

1. Wiki – Is up and going, we have posted several items already, please check this regularly or go to your personal profile and set it to inform you when changes are made. This will become our main source of communication.

- Link: https://ccrod.cancer.gov/confluence
- Please log in to the wiki site often, or subscribe to the page “watch”.

2. Venue -  Meeting scheduled with Julia and Karen for Oct. 14 at 9:30am at their office on Thomas Johnson Drive.

a. Julia requested that we come up with the list of places that we would like them to call to check for availability and pricing.

b. Update from Liang

Julia provided a list of possible locations 2 weeks ago:

· Founders Inn – Virginia Beach

· Wyndham – Virginia Crossing

· Hyatt Regency – Chesapeake Bay

Hyatt Regency – Chesapeake Bay looks like a very nice place, but it may not fit in our budget.

Need to make sure whether these locations fit in the budget.

Everyone favors a venue wither shorter driving distance to both campuses.

For smoking regulations, Jonathan will help to check details.

Liang will send Julia list of locations where previous retreats were held.
3. Agenda – update from Liang – 

a. Need to post the proposed agenda on the Wiki.

The draft agenda was posted on the wiki.

b. Liang should be working with Katie/Kim and Raed/Karobi on when the career fair and workshops are to be held and if they will be concurrent with other things going on.

Liang will work with them to develop an agenda that fits the workshops/career fair.

Katie says currently the career fair was planned for one day based on last year’s survey result, but that could change depending on what the attending companies request.

c. Tim Chan provided an XL doc showing a layout as to how to plan over lapping events.

Stephanie will send Liang the excel file.

For Oral presentatin/poster categories, Jonathan suggests we can have more categories during abstract submission and divide them into larger categories according to the actual number of abstracts submitted. This way we could avoid having certain categories with too many or too few abstracts.

4. Workshops -  update from Raed and Karobi on survey monkey

Stephanie will contact Christina to help setting up the survey.

Karobi will contact Lori of OITE for possible pre-retreat CV/Resume seminars. 

Betsey Wade could be invited for CV critique.

5. Career Fair -  update Katie and Kim

Script for calling the company is ready. 

6. Survivorship -  Katie

List of 4 possible speakers recommended by NCI Office of Advocacy Relations will be distributed to the entire SC for review.

Shannon Bell, the Director of the Office of Advocacy Relations wishes to give a 15-20-minute talk after the survivorship session. Stephanie would like to know more details about the talk content.

Two other persons were contacted.

7. Speakers – Speakers have been selected and approved by SC.  Invitations will be sent out once a venue is selected.

8. Outstanding Postdoc – Top Five have been selected by our judges:

a. Diana Stavreva –  Research Fellow

b. Krista Dleviks-Frankenberry – Research Fellow

c. Brunilde Gril – Postdoctoral Fellow

d. Jungfang Ji – Postodoctoral Fellow

e. Gabriela Kramer-Marek – Postdoctoral Fellow

· Nomination letters and CVs are attached as well.

The top 8 nominees (the above 5 plus another 3 strong nominees) will be invited to give a 5-minute talk to the OP committee. 

A letter will send to them once date and location is determined.

· The other 10 nominees will receive a letter informing then that they were nominated and that it’s an honor to be considered.

9. New business

a. FYI retreat10 year anniversary logo: Stephanie will ask her husband to help design the logo from the current FYI logo.

b. Retreat website: the retreat website is set up but won’t go live until materials are added.  Contents from previous retreat websites will be edited and uploaded to the website.


10. Next meeting will be held on November 2, 2009. Location TBD.

