

SC December 2010 Meeting Agenda


Fellows and Young Investigators Steering Committee Meeting

Thursday December 16th 2010; Time:  11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Bethesda, Bldg 40 Rm 1201/1203 
Frederick Building 426 Conference Room 
Dial in Number 301-451-6108
Agenda Items:

1. Call to Order

a. Welcome to new members and introductions, 
b. Attendance: Nkosi, Kathy, Mike, Allison, Nadia, Rachel, Jim, Miranda, Majda, Shane, George, Adeola, Geraldine, David, John, Marty, Katie, Christy, Mary, Qiou
c. Excused Absences: Kristen, Tim, Alyson, Karobi, Brid, Rafal, Jonathon
2. Departures: none
3. Approval of November 2010 meeting minutes: approved
4. Subcommittee updates: 

A. Scientific Committee: Chair – Jim Gould

Clinical Collaborations: (Open)
Brid/Jonathan recently contacted Melinda Merchant regarding ideas she may have for future clinical fellow representatives and she suggested Jessica Shand, a fellow in Pediatric Hematology-Oncology in building 10. Brid contacted Jessica and she seems very interested in the position. Presently, she is traveling a lot and also has a meeting that overlaps with our meeting time, however, this should be over soon and therefore we hope that she will be able to attend the next meeting. 

Seminar Series:

PASS: (Christy and Brid)
We had two PASS sessions. The tutoring session was November 23, we had two people meet with Scott for one hour each. The second session was December 13. Two people presented their seminars, for a total of two hours. NO ONE FROM FYI-SC ATTENDED except me. We really need to make a better effort in attending. I understand we’re all busy, but we must make time.

I will send the next call out the beginning of January, 2011.
· Please make an effort to attend, invite your lab and bring friends

· The next call out in January will go out to post-bacs as well

· The outstanding post-doc will practice with Scott.  Geraldine will coordinate with Christy.
NCI-Frederick: (Jim) 
On Dec 15 we had a postdoc from USAMRIID along with one from NCI-Frederick present their seminar. Our next seminar will be Jan. 12. We have openings available for the next five dates. Dr. Kathleen Moore from the NIH Office of the Ombudsman will give a brief introduction to the resources they offer.
· Jim wants to expand the seminar series to include post docs from other agencies, such as USAMRIID.
· Jim will be sending out a call for speakers

· Dr. Moore also wanted a booth at the colloquium.
Survey: (Jim, Marty and Brid): 
Dr Wiltrout has got back in touch with us and suggested that we also add in a question about whether or not you have attended the FYI retreat. He is currently having his senior staff go through the survey and will forward their responses to us this week. 
We are therefore planning to distribute the survey in January with analysis done quickly so we can present our findings at the Colloquium. Brid and Jim are attending the PI Retreat on Jan 6th where we will present the FYI-SC poster. 

· The survey is finished.  We are waiting on a final response from Dr. Wiltrout.
· The survey will be sent out regardless if the listserv is ready.

· We are still planning on a poster for the colloquium.
B. Bylaws Committee: Chair – Katie Stagliano
Nothing to report. 
C. Community Life: Chair – Orla Casey
Felcom Report – Adeola
Meeting was held December 2, 2010. Next Felcom meeting is at 4pm on Thursday, January 6th, 2011. Building 1, Wilson Hall.

· Nothing to report
NPA: Majda Haznadar 
I submitted the abstract for the NPA meeting next March. It was v similar to the one that we submitted last year. I have also decided to serve on the Outreach Subcommittee and will call into the next meeting via conference call. I am also meeting with Andrea tomorrow to go over logistics for the retreat. 
· Andrea needs FYI-SC members to sign up for hosting at the dine-around for the NPA retreat. Please volunteer – this is a great way to network.
Newsletter: (Tim) 
A draft version has been distributed amongst the Newsletter subcommittee to proofread.  Brief summary of articles include the Colloquium, NPAW events, a short article about the NCI booth at the Science and Engineering Festival, how to succeed in your postdoc, an interview with the director of Science Alliance, and FARE 2011 awards.  The NPA article that was to be submitted by Andrea fell through as the NPA needed to approve the article then they wanted to write it.  Follow ups by Andrea with the NPA about the article has been unsuccessful but she will distribute information once they become available.   We anticipate that the SC will see a version of the newsletter within a short time period to provide additional comments.    Once all comments have been received, the changes will be made and the final version will be made Section 508 compliant and ready for distribution.  We are anticipating that this newsletter will be out sometime during this month.

As well, I am handing over the chair (control) of the newsletter to Miranda, who will begin coordinating the articles and layout for the upcoming newsletters in 2011.  If you have any ideas or willing to write an article for the newsletter, you can contact Miranda (Miranda.hanson@nih.gov).

· THANKS to Tim for all of his leadership over the years on the newsletter.
· THANKS to Miranda for taking over!
Social: (Chhavi) 
Orla and I are working on putting together a social for the NIH Post Doctoral Fellows (mainly from Bethesda, Rockville and Frederick campuses). We would like to provide a social (non-formal) atmosphere for the Post Doctoral Fellows to unwind as well as network for future collaborations.

The idea so far is to have a Bar outing, preferably on a Friday evening after work (to try to recruit more people). I am not so familiar with Rockville area so I am going through the list of the bars from Yelp and trying to contact then to see what kind of deals they might be able to offer us (Happy Hour essentially) on a Friday. Here is a link that I am using http://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=bars&ns=1&find_loc=Rockville%2C+MD
Any suggestions for places that people are familiar with are most welcome!

Since we are way too close to the holidays and I am sure people are busy with their holiday shopping, holiday parties and their families, I was hoping to have an event early next year.

Also, you are all more than welcome to suggest some other interests (dining, etc). But, it might be a little more difficult to figure out the logistics, etc if we plan a dinner!

If there are no other suggestions, I can go ahead with my talks with the above mentioned bars (from the link above) and once we have all the figures, etc, we can go from there!
· Christy suggested the new “Matchbox” on Rockville Pike.  It just opened.
Website/Email/Wiki: (Liang) 

Orientation: CCR FYI Association info and sign-up sheets are available on the wiki. 

https://ccrod.cancer.gov/confluence/display/FYISteering/Orientation. 

Please remember to send out the follow up emails to the attendees 1 week after the orientation and cc Brid on the email. The template email as well as the information required for the attachment are posted on the wiki. 

Bethesda (Liang)
Frederick (Jim) 
Mary has rescheduled for Jan 12 due to low registration. We will move our schedule back one month. Qiou and Allison are still expected to attend. Allison and Marty will then participate on February 9th. 

· Please check the wiki for the orientation schedule.
· We need folks to sign up, especially for Bethesda.
CCR-FYI LinkedIn group (Christy) 
Our LinkedIn group membership is up to 194! That’s great. Continue to invite your former/fellow labmates.
Grants Compilation (Rachel and Adeola): 
We are trying to compile a list of grants that are currently open to NCI fellows. The list is not complete yet. Stephanie suggested I talk with Shawn Mullen (OITE) which we will do in the New Year. 
· Rachel has a general spreadsheet, but there is still more work that needs to be done on this.
Graduate Student Representative: (John and Katie)
Nothing to report. 


Postbac Subcommittee: (Mike, Nkosi, Shane and David) 
See below. 

D. Retreat Subcommittee: (Geraldine)
The Williamsburg Marriott ended up submitting another proposal and now comes in at a savings of over $20,000.  We are going forward with this venue as our first choice and are waiting for ARC approval.  The dates will be Feb 23-25 (W-F).  We are hoping for final word shortly.  We are also planning a site visit for January.  We are eager to open registration as soon as we get the final approval.
· There is no final confirmation for the colloquium, we hope to get this soon.

· Rachel suggested emailing PIs for a heads up on new post docs who will be starting prior to the end of Feb with a goal of registering them in absentia.  The colloquium is a great resource for new post-docs to network.

· The website for the colloquium is drafted, we are waiting for final confirmation before going live.
· One Keynote speaker spot is open. Lisa Coussens can’t come.  If you have any ideas or preferences, let Geraldine know.

· The other keynotes are not confirmed.

· The Career Fair is moving forward.

· The Workshops are moving forward.

Due to the shortened timeline, we will be asking for help for the SC in judging the abstracts with a quick turn-around time.

· Jan14th will be the deadline for registering with abstracts.

· Everyone on the committee will judge abstracts.

· Judges will receive abstracts Jan 21st, and will need to score and return them to Geraldine by Jan 30th
Speakers who had agreed to speak in March will be re-contacted once the Feb date is finalized. 

We have also begun to contact companies and organizations about their involvement in the career fair.

The Outstanding Post-doctoral Fellow was selected. It is Chris Klebanoff from Nick Restifo's lab in the Surgery Branch and will present a keynote address on ‘Developing novel cell-based immunotherapies for the treatment of patients with cancer'.

For the survivorship talk, Joanna Rudnick (In the Family documentary) has accepted the invitation to speak at the Colloquium.

Ali has submitted an article for the FYI newsletter and will start sending blurbs to the 60-Second Update starting in January. Email alerts to the CCR community and flyers will be distributed closer to the date.

A poster will be presented by the post-bacs highlighting some of the resources available to them at the NCI (this will be generated by the post-bac subcommittee).
· Ricky will need help from other post-bacs on this.
We are also looking into the possibility of having the option for post-bacs to scheduling a time to speak to an advisor about applications for graduate/medical school.
· For the CV review, post-bacs will be included with an eye to helping them with personal statements for grad school and med schoo.
For the Outstanding post-graduate trainee award, we will contact the PI of any post-bac/grad student that is eligible for a talk and ask them if they wish to nominate their student. We will ask for a letter of nomination highlight skills, contributions etc as well as a CV.  We will only consider work done while at the NCI, similar to the criteria for the Outstanding post-doctoral Fellow.

· If no post-graduate is chosen to present their researchverbally then we will hold the award until next year.
The next retreat meeting will be Tuesday 11th January 6:30PM, The Dogfish Head Alehouse, Gaithersburg.

9. New Business:
10. Adjournment:  Next meeting is Thursday, January 27th at 11 am 
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