

SC October 2010 Meeting Agenda


Fellows and Young Investigators Steering Committee Meeting

Thursday October 28th 2010; Time:  11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Bethesda, Natcher, Room J Dial in number 888-989-9859
Frederick LGD Library in Building 560 Dial in Number 301 846 6473
Agenda Items:

1. Call to Order

a. Welcome to new members and introductions, 
b. Attendance: Nkosi, Kathy, Mikhael, Allison B, Orla, Tim, Rachel, Kristin, Alyson F, Miranda, Liang, George, Adeola, Karobi, Geraldine, Brid, John, Katie, Christy, Mary, Qiou, Jonathan, Rafal
c. Excused Absences: Nadia, Bala, Marty, Steph
2. Departures: 
3. Approval of September 2010 meeting minutes

4. Subcommittee updates: 

A. Scientific Committee: Chair – Jim Gould

Clinical Collaborations: (Lea) Lea has nothing to report this month. 

Seminar Series:

PASS: (Christy and Brid) 

PASS is still on hold until the administrative issues are settled. 
· Jonathan will take the next step on this.
NCI-Frederick: (Jim) 
Frederick seminars have been well attended and the presentations have been pretty good. The Postdoc presenters are thankful for feedback and the audience is asking thoughtful and probing questions. While mostly made up of fellows/trainees there have been a few PIs in attendance each time. Dr. Strathern has been consistently supporting the series both with urging PI support and providing refreshments.
Survey: (Jim, Marty and Brid): Still waiting for the listervs.. 

B. Bylaws Committee: Chair – Katie Stagliano
Orla contacted Tom and we now have the bylaws. Katie will update then on the wiki.
· Katie will update the wiki. (Bylaws were posted 11-04-10).
C. Community Life: Chair – Raed Samara 

Position Open
· Brid volunteered to do this, several members of the committee do not have delegated sub-committee duties, therefore in order to ensure an equal distribution of responsibilities across the committee, we should ensure that everyone serves on at least one sub-committee and that no one person is left with too much to do.
Felcom Report – Adeola
· Meeting was held Oct 14, 2010. Next Felcom meeting is at 4pm on Thursday, November 4, 2010. Building 1, Wilson Hall.

· Graduate Medical Education Committee gave an overview of their activities in regard to resources and training. 

· Planning a Graduate Student Symposium, January 12th, 2011

· Recruiting NIH Grad Symposium Judging Co-Chairs for poster sessions

· Contact Dan Crooks for more information. 

· Representative from NIDCD also gave IC report.

· The FARE 2011 Award Ceremony was held on 10/5 and was a great success. The FARE 2012 is looking for more members to join.

· Contact Mawadda Al-Naeeli or Ruth Chia for more information

· Elections were held for new committee chairs and Liaison Candidates. Results will be announced at the next meeting. 

· FelCom Clinical Co-chair

· Training Director’s Committee Liaison

· Women Scientist Advisors Committee Liaison

NPA: (open) 
1. A new SC member is required to take over as NPA rep
· Majda Haznadar has volunteered for this position.  Thank you!

2. 9th Annual NPA Meeting in Bethesda March 25-27, 2011
We have Andrea McCollum at this month’s meeting who will share with us some of the ways in which we can help as a committee. 
Andrea!

· The meeting is meant to be for networking and policy-making, this is not a science-based meeting.  Their goal is to advocate for post-docs.

· They will have NIH-sponsored 3 workshops – related to leadership and professional development.

· Andrea needs help with setting up on the 25th, and hosting dinners in Bethesda for out-of-towners (groups of 20-30 people).

· Andrea’s committee is trying to get reduced rates for NIH postdocs

· Expecting attendance of about 500 people.
Newsletter: (Tim) 
Nothing new to report except if anyone has an idea for an article or wants to submit one, please contact Tim.
· Maybe Andrea can write a letter about the NPA meeting.
· The next issue will come out in Dec, please submit articles to Tim in early Dec.

Social: (Chhavi) 
Nothing to report. 
Website/Email/Wiki: (Liang) 

Liang has prepared a summary of changes based on the sub-committee’s work and also the decisions of the SC at the last meeting. He will submit one change now and then another before the end of the year. 

One note, we decided to only include the Agenda from previous years, this means removing the list of award winners etc. Do we agree? 
· We agreed with Liang’s proposal.  However, the Agenda along with the list of winners will be maintained on the wiki.

· Liang is hoping to have updates finished by the end of the year.  Jeff is helping to convert files.
Orientation: CCR FYI Association info and sign-up sheets are available on the wiki. 

https://ccrod.cancer.gov/confluence/display/FYISteering/Orientation. 

Bethesda (Liang) Liang is covering Nov 9th,  Kristin and Christy are on Nov 23rd.
Frederick (Jim) The updated Frederick orientation schedule is on the wiki. Stephanie and Qiou are due to attend the next session on Nov. 10th. Qiou can’t cover on the 10th, so Ali will be cover for him.
CCR-FYI LinkedIn group (Raed) 
Position open
· Christy volunteered for this.  THANKS!
Grants Compilation (Stephanie): 
Nothing to report
Graduate Student Representative: (John and Katie)
As part of an effort to assess/address unmet needs for graduate students in CCR, we would like to know what types of scientific programming  offered at University departments that the post-docs on the Steering Committee think were beneficial during their graduate careers.  
Postbac Subcommittee: (Mike, Nkosi, Shane) 
Update will be given at the meeting. 
· Please encourage postbacs that you interact with to become involved in the FYI-SC
· The subcommittee is working on compling the results from a preliminary questionnaire that they sent out asking postbacs what they want from their experience.  The overarching theme was that they want more events to interact with each other.
Listserv (Brid)

Some progress has been made by Jeff since the last meeting. Jonathan is following up with him to find out what the status is. 
D. Retreat Subcommittee: (Geraldine)
Venue:

We have narrowed the options down to three locations and two dates. The final decision will be based on the pricing information.

Marriott, Williamsburg, VA - Feb 23-25

Nemacolin, Farmington, PA - Feb 23-25

Clarion Resort Fontainebleu, Ocean City, MD - Feb 23-25 or Mar 14-16

We are looking for suggestion from the committee for good speakers for the workshops (topics listed below)

Workshops:   1.Communicating science: Focusing on careers opportunities for

scientists in communication   2.What¹s Happening Now: Guide to Resources

available to you at the NIH and NCI   3.Successfully breaking into ³the

well-trodden but difficult to get on path of² Academia  4.Science and the

Public: Volunteerism and career alternatives in science advocacy and non-profits. 

· Please email Geraldine, Nadia or Adeola with suggestions for speakers for the workshops.
Outstanding Post-graduate Trainee Award

Will include this year an award for best post-bac/graduate student. Award will be based on abstracts submitted. Talk will remain in its appointed session, but award will be given on the first evening (during the outstanding post-doc award section).
· The title “Outstanding Post-graduate Trainee Award” was deemed appropriate.

· This award will be a $1000 travel award.

· The judging criteria for the award will be based on the abstract, talk and CV.

· The award will be given in such a way as to make it distinct from the travel awards.
Joanna Rudnick and her movie ³In the Family² have been vetted by NCI¹s Office of Advocacy Relations and an official invitation will be sent once date and location finalized.

· The next retreat meeting will be Nov 9th, 6:30 at Dogfish Head in Gaithersburg.
9. New Business:

1) Advocacy for training plan completion among the SC and across the trainee community in CCR

Katie and Stephanie reminded us that as a committee we should make a concerted effort to really promote the postdoc training plan. Thus, it is also important that the members of the SC are filling out their training plans.  As we put together our mentoring page for the website, we can think of ways to promote the plan, and of course other things that we would like to include. If anyone has ideas for how to promote trainee plan participation, please let us know. 
· The training plan is meant to be a tool to stimulate conversation with the mentor.

· Orla wrote the original letter in the spring, and she will help with this project.

· Ideally, we should find ways to promote the training plan every quarter.  Perhaps we can send an email out to postdocs as a reminder.

· We will promote the training plan as much as possible at the retreat:  Jonathon will talk about it, Brid will talk about it, and we will bring it up during the workshops.
2) Jonathan has been approached to source fellows to serve as reviewers of the Cancer Advocate Training Materials. Details are posted below. If anyone is interested, please let Jonathan know. 

The NCI Office of Advocacy Relations is requesting your expertise in cancer biology and research to help train cancer research advocates. The Cancer Information and Support Network (CISN), a non-profit advocacy organization that informs and supports patients and their loved ones, has developed an online training and evaluation program for cancer advocates about cancer biology and the cancer research process. Through these trainings, advocates will become better informed and be more prepared to engage in advocacy activities, such as grant review, policy discussions, outreach, education, and fundraising.

While the lessons are complete and posted on the CISN Web site, most of the material has not been reviewed for scientific accuracy or any missing information. We are asking for volunteers to review this material. Each section would be assigned to 2-3 fellows who would each review the sections independently, submit comments, and participate in a 1-hour conference call to discuss the feedback. All material is online, so word counts are not available, but each section (listed below) varies from 9 to 43 Web pages. The material can be found here: http://cisncancer.org/. Topics of the lessons include:

·         Cancer 101 (What is cancer, early detection, prevention, signs and symptoms, recurrence, metastasis)

·         Research Section 2.3: What we know about cancer (the “omics” revolution and beyond)

·         Research Section 3: How cancer is studied (basic research, translational research, clinical research, epidemiological research)

·         Research Section 4: Drug development (bench to bedside, stages of drug discovery, regulatory process, economics, stakeholders)

·         Research Section 5: New horizons in cancer treatment (targeted therapies, angiogenesis inhibitors, immunotherapy/vaccines, gene therapy, nanotechnology, tumor markers, molecular diagnostics)
· If interested if helping with this, please email Jonathon.
3) Joint meetings

Our joint meetings are not very well attended, and we are due to have one. We thought that as a committee, we could discuss some options/alternatives. 

4) Subcommittee Duties

Thanks to all of you who submitted your sub-committee duties to us. Please make sure that you are serving on at least one sub-committee. It is important so that we can maintain and active and vibrant committee. 
10. Adjournment:  Next meeting is Thursday, November 18th at 11 am (in Natcher for Bethesda)
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