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The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is launching the Intramural Continuing Umbrella of Research Experiences (iCURE) program!
The NCI Intramural Research Program (IRP) and the NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities (CRCHD) are pleased to announce the NEW iCURE program.
What: 	Support mentored research experiences
Who: 	Undergraduate students, post-baccalaureate and post-masters individuals, graduate students, and postdoctoral fellows; US citizens, non-citizen nationals or permanent residents; individuals from underrepresented populations are encouraged to apply
When: 	Starting Fall 2018
Where: 	NCI Center for Cancer Research and Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics at Bethesda, Rockville, and Frederick, MD
Contact: 	Alison Lin at iCURE@nih.gov 
Learn more about iCURE in the full announcement! 
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The National Cancer Institute (NCI) Intramural Research Program (IRP) and the NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities (CRCHD) are pleased to announce the Intramural Continuing Umbrella of Research Experiences or iCURE program. iCURE will bring undergraduate students, post-baccalaureate or post-masters individuals, graduate students, and postdoctoral fellows into the NCI research community. iCURE particularly encourages the participation of individuals from underrepresented populations, and aims to further NCI’s interest in diversity. 

iCURE is an extension of the highly successful extramural CURE program which helps to promote the career progress of its trainees toward research independence, as well as foster and sustain diversity in the biomedical research pipeline. CURE supports a number of funding opportunities to enhance the talent pool, address strategic and scientific areas of interest, and expand and extend the period of training so that trainees may be better prepared to reach research independence. To date, CURE has trained more than 3,000 students and scientists. CURE trainees from underrepresented populations have been equally successful as their majority counterparts in acquiring subsequent NIH funding.

iCURE will support mentored research experiences of qualified students and scientists in the multidisciplinary environment of the NCI campuses in Bethesda and Frederick, MD. Participants in the iCURE (iCURE scholars) will enjoy research opportunities in the NCI Intramural Research Program (IRP), including the CCR and the Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics (DCEG). CCR conducts basic and clinical cancer research and develops breakthrough discoveries into novel therapeutic interventions for adults and children afflicted with cancer or HIV. DCEG is a global leader in cancer epidemiology and genetics research, and is uniquely positioned to conduct projects that are high risk in nature. The NCI IRP maintains a strong focus on rare cancers and cancers in underserved populations worldwide, as well as emerging scientific opportunities in cancer research. The NCI IRP offers an unparalleled cancer research environment to train the next generation of researchers, with opportunities across the basic to clinical spectrum of cancer research (for details, see https://ccr.cancer.gov).
  
Each iCURE scholar will have the opportunity to work closely with leading cancer research scientists in the NCI IRP, and perform full time primary laboratory research. iCURE will provide:
· One-year awards for undergraduate students and post-baccalaureate or post-masters individuals;
· Two-year awards for graduate students;
· Three-year awards for postdoctoral fellows. 
iCURE will provide regular one-on-one contact with NCI Program Staff for the scholars and mentors, as well as information and resources on intramural and extramural funding opportunities. iCURE will also provide ample professional development activities, such as workshops, networking events and webinars, and linkages with an extensive and sustaining mentoring network. iCURE program activities will benefit both iCURE scholars and all students and scientists in the NCI IRP, ultimately enriching the NCI IRP environment.

Who is Eligible?
Eligible applicants for the iCURE include citizens or non-citizen nationals of the United States or individuals who have been lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the United States (i.e., in possession of a Permanent Resident Card, Form I-551). Applicants may be undergraduate students, post-baccalaureate or post-masters individuals, graduate students, or postdoctoral fellows. NCI particularly encourages applications from individuals who are from populations found to be underrepresented in biomedical research as described in NIH’s Notice of Interest in Diversity (https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-053.html). 

The Opportunities?
Research training in the NCI Intramural Research Program in Bethesda and Frederick, Maryland.

Duration of Support
One year for undergraduate students, post-baccalaureate or post-masters individuals; two years for graduate students; and three years for postdoctoral fellows. 

Interested individuals are encouraged to contact the following office:
Dr. Alison Lin
Program Director
Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities
National Cancer Institute
9609 Medical Center Drive
Bethesda, MD 20892
Email: iCURE@nih.gov 
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