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The Gastrointestinal Malignancies team, part of the Thoracic-Gastrointestinal Oncology Branch,  re-opened for patient enrollment in the fall of 2010 after a 7 year plus hiatus when Dr. Tim Greten was appointed chief of the team.  Dr. Austin Duffy is our staff clinician and Dr. Oxana Rusher is our fellow.  Our team’s focus is primarily on hepatocellular cancer, colon cancer, pancreatic cancer and cholangiocarcinoma. Recently, we have broadened our horizons to include two protocols which treat ovarian and endometrial patients.
 
Melissa Walker and Suzanne Fioravanti are the research nurses for the team. They have made a powerful impact together to treat GI cancers with their diverse expertise. Melissa transferred from GI surgical oncology 1 ½ years ago to assist with GI medical protocols. Melissa brings to the GI team a wealth of GI surgical knowledge, as well as intensive care experience. Suzanne assisted in the development of the GI team in 2010. She worked in GI oncology many years ago when the NCI GI team was based at the National Naval Hospital.  

The GI team currently has seven open treatment protocols and one GI blood and tissue study. As research nurses for our team, we have worked diligently to maximize the multidisciplinary approach to our protocols. Many of the varied treatments completed by the GI team consist of combining immunotherapy with radiation, cryoablation, radiofrequency ablation, and transarterial chemoembolization. Coordination with Interventional Radiology is a crucial aspect of our patients’ treatment process. Biopsies are required for most of our clinical studies. Many of our studies are investigator driven, but we do participate in a study with John Hopkins University and Precision Biologics.  


We are very blessed to have a wonderful and diverse patient population.  We see untreated patients (hepatocellular cancer patients), as well as those patients who a have been treated with many lines of therapies (pancreatic and colon cancer patients). Thus, we have the unique opportunity to work with patients during the full spectrum of their disease. Many of our GI cancer patients do not have a long life expectancy once they have had years of treatment. For many, this may be there last option. 


Along with their GI responsibilities, Melissa and Suzanne are on the Wellness Committee. They have a special interest in promoting the health and welfare of the research nurses.  Suzanne also coordinates the OP 12 scheduling. She works with the patient care coordinators, fellows and Clinical Center scheduling coordinators to develop the templates for the scheduling.

The final member of the GI team is Stefanie Carey, our patient care coordinator, who is on maternity leave until mid-August. She had a baby girl, Madison Rae on 5/21. 

The GI team is a very exciting and fast paced team.  We appreciate and welcome all patient referrals.  We hope that one day we will make an impact and improve the outcomes for not only our patients, but for all GI cancer patients in the near future. 

